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(Part  III  -  Continued  from  Newsletters  92  and  93) 

CIVIL  RIGHTS  AND  CIVIL  LIBERTIES 


Anti-Discrimination  Measures  Introduced 

On  June  25  Senators  Humphrey,  Benton,  Douglas,  Leh¬ 
man,  Magnuson,  Morse,  Murray,  Neely  and  Pasture  intro¬ 
duced  a  series  of  eight  civil  ri^ts  bills  designed  to  in¬ 
sure  edl  minority  groups  equal  protection  under  the  law. 
These  bills  are  similar  to  other  civil  rights  legislation 
introduced  in  both  houses  of  Congress  during  the  past 
year,  and  if  passed,  would: 

1.  Prohibit  discrimination  in  employment  (S.  1732). 

2.  Protect  persons  from  lynching  (S.  1733). 

3.  Outlaw  the  poll  tax  (S.  1734). 

4.  Establish  a  Commission  on  Civil  Rights  in  the 
executive  bremch  of  the  federal  government;  create 
a  Joint  Congressional  Committee  on  Civil  Rights; 
establish  a  Civil  Rights  Division  in  the  Department 
of  Justice  (S.  1735). 

5.  Prevent  segregation  in  interstate  transportation 
(S.  1736) . 

6.  Strengthen  existing  civil  rights  statutes  (S.  1737). 

7.  Protect  individuals  against  intimidation,  coercion, 
and  other  interferences  with  the  right  to  vote  (S. 
1738). 

8.  Strengthen  criminal  laws  relating  to  peonage,  slav¬ 
ery,  and  involuntary  servitudei(S.  1739). 

Senate  Labor  Subcommittee  to  Hold  FEPC  Hearings 

Senator  Hubert  H.  Humphrey  stated  that  his  Senate 
Labor  Subcommittee  will  hold  hearings  on  discrimination 
in  employment  as  part  of  its  investigation  of  the  entire 
manpower  problem,  early  in  1952.  Committee  members 
may  advise  the  appointment  of  a  federal  Fair  Employment 
Practices  Commission  to  deal  with  companies  handling 
government  defense  contracts.  It  is  expected  that  S.  1732 
and  S.  551,  introduced  by  Senator  Ives  and  eleven  others, 
will  figure  in  the  hearings. 

Cloture 

The  possibility  that  most  civil  rights  legislation  will 
ever  come  to  a  vote  in  the  Senate  is  very  sli^t  under  the 
Senate  rule  on  limiting  debate  which  calls  fr)r  the  affirma¬ 


tive  vote  of  64  Senators.  Before  these,  or  any  civil  rights 
measures  are  likely  to  be  seriously  considered,  the  Sen¬ 
ate  must  pass  one  of  the  four  current  proposals  to  libera¬ 
lize  the  rules  on  the  limitation  of  debate. 

These  resolutions  include  S.  Res.  203,  introduced  by 
Senator  Kenneth  S.  Wherry  of  Nebraska,  permitting  limita¬ 
tion  of  debate  by  a  two-thirds  majority  of  Senators  present 
and  voting;  S.  Res.  41  by  Wayne  Morse  requiring  a  simple 
majority  of  those  voting;  S.  Res.  52  by  Irving  M.  Ives  and 
Henry  Cabot  Lodge,  Jr.  requiring  a  “constitutional  major¬ 
ity”,  or  49;  and  S.  Res.  105  sponsored  by  Senators  Ben¬ 
ton,  Douglas,  Green,  Humphrey,  Kilgore,  Lehman,  Magnu¬ 
son,  McMahon,  Murray,  Neely  and  Pasture  which  is  a  com¬ 
promise  between  the  two-thirds  and  the  simple  majorit) 
formulas.  Hearings  on  these  proposals  for  cloture  began 
on  October  2  before  the  Senate  Rules  Committee.  Numer¬ 
ous  civic,  labor  and  church  groups  have  testified  in  favor 
of  a  cloture  change,  but  when  such  bills  come  before  the 
Senate  for  a  vote,  they  can  be  defeated  by  a  filibuster. 
Senator  Morse  has  suggested  that  he  and  his  co-workers 
settle  down  to  sit  out  a  filibuster  on  this  issue. 

Civil  rights  legislation  in  the  House  has  often  been 
blocked  by  the  House  Rules  Committee.  On  the  first  day 
of  the  82nd  Congress,  the  House  voted  243  to  180  to  re¬ 
store  the  former  power  of  the  Rules  Committee  to  block 
legislation  from  reaching  the  floor.  This  power,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  W6IS  used  by  the  13  man  committee  to  hold  up  the 
wheat  for  India  bill  for  weeks  and  then  to  send  it  back  to 
the  House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee  to  be  rewritten  as  a 
loan  instead  of  a  grant. 

District  of  Columbia  Home  Rule 

Senate  Majority  Leader  Ernest  W.  McFarland  proposed 
on  the  last  day  of  the  session  to  make  the  District  of 
Columbia  home  rule  bill  (S.  1976)  unfinished  business 
when  the  Senate  reconvenes  in  January.  This  bill  would 
replace  the  appointed  Board  of  District  Commissioners 
with  an  elected  city  council  and  a  mayor  appointed  by  the 
President.  The  bill  would  provide  for  an  elected  school 
board  and  a  non-voting  delegate  in  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives. 
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Congress  Tries  to  Block  District  Plan 
for  Integrated  Fire  Department 

The  same  group  of  Congressmen  who  have  objected  to 
civil  rights  legislation  have  also  opposed  “home  rule”  for 
the  District  of  Columbia  and  have  refused  to  relinquish 
control  over  District  affairs.  Once  former  Senator  Bilbo 
campaigned  in  Mississippi  on  the  platform  that  he  would 
block  home  rule  and  thus  prevent  Negroes  in  the  District 
from  capturing  control  of  l^ashington. 

Now  members  of  the  Bouse  District  Committee  have 
interfered  in  apian  worked  out  by  l^ashington’s  Fire  Chief 
Joseph  A.  Mayhew  to  integrate  16  Negro  firemen  into  com¬ 
panies  now  manned  by  white  firemen.  The  House  commit¬ 
tee  demanded  an  explanation  of  the  order  for  integration, 
and  one  member,  James  C.  Davis,  introduced  a  bill  (H.R. 
5696)  to  set  aside  the  order.  Representative  Davis  also 
introduced  H.R.  5697,  requiring  all  officers  of  the  Fire 
Department  to  be  appointed  on  the  basis  of  competitive 
civil  service  exams.  This  measure  is  aimed  at  Chief 
Mayhew.  As  a  result  of  this  action  by  the  House,  the 
plans  for  integration  of  the  Fire  Department  have  been 
postponed  until  Congress  reconvenes  in  JanuMy. 

While  the  legislation  is  not  expected  to  reach  the  floor 
of  the  house,  public  hearings  on  the  issue  may  have  a 
significant  influence  in  the  District  Commissioners’  deci¬ 
sion  to  carry  through  or  revoke  the  integration  order. 

Truman  Vetoes  Aid  to  Segregated  Schools 

President  Truman  gave  a  pocket  veto  to  H.R.  5411,  a 
bill  authorizing  the  use  of  federal  funds  to  build  and  oper¬ 
ate  schools  in  defense-affected  areas.  The  President  re¬ 
gretted  the  necessity  for  withholding  such  vital  school 
assistance,  but  felt  that  he  could  not  condone  the  provi¬ 
sion  that  schools  in  the  south  must  be  segregated.  This 
would  mean  that  schools  now  operating  successfully  on 
an  integrated  basis  must  be  segregated,  and  no  further 
progress  could  be  made  toward  integration  of  the  southern 
schools  which  are  operated  solely  by  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment.  It  is  hoped  that  Congress  will  revise  the  bill  and 
pass  it  again  in  the  next  session. 

Japanese- American  Evacuation  Claims  Commission 

One  of  the  measures  on  which  the  PCNL  worked  hard 
was  the  establishment  of  an  Evacuation  Claims  Commis¬ 
sion  to  reimburse  those  Japanese  Americans  who  lost  their 
property  because  of  their  forced  evacuation  from  the  West 
Coast  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  with  Japan.  This  was 
passed  July  15,  1948.  However,  the  procedure  was  very 
cumbersome  and  out  of  24,684  claims  filed,  only  231  had 
been  adjusted  by  the  spring  of  1951.  This*law  has  been 
amended,  largely  through  the  efforts  of  the  Japanese 
American  Citizens  League,  giving  the  government  theright 
to  compromise  smaller  claims  up  to  3/4  the  amount  of  the 
claim  or  $2500,  whichever  is  less.  This  will  expedite  the 
settlement  of  an  estimated  14,000  of  those  outstanding 
claims  and  sdready  in  the  last  two  months  more  have  been 
settled  than  in  the  previous  two  years. 

LOYALTY  AND  SECURITY 

The  Senate  Was  Not  in  the  Mood  to  Confirm 

The  Foreign  Relations  Committee.  Ambassador  at  Large 

Philip  C.  Jessup,  join¬ 


ed  the  United  States  delegation  to  the  UN  only  by  virtue 
of  a  recess  appointment  by  President  Truman.  The  ap¬ 
pointment  of  Jessup  was  not  allowed  to  reach  the  Senate  » 
floor  after  it  was  voted  down  3-2  by  a  subcommittee  of  the 
Foreign  Relations  Committee.  The  controversy  over  tlie 
appointment  was  the  result  of  repeated  and  unsubstanti¬ 
ated  charges  against  Jessup  by  Senator  McCarthy. 

The  Judiciary  Committee.  President  Harry  S.  Truman  fi¬ 
nally,  on  October  27,  accepted 
the  resignation  of  the  men  and  women  he  had  appointed  to 
serve  on  the  Commission  of  Internal  Security  and  Individ¬ 
ual  Rights.  This  Commission,  popularly  tabbed  the  “Nim- 
itz  Commission”,  was  established  by  executive  order  last 
January.  It  was  assigned  the  task  of  examining  the  laws, 
practices  and  procedures  which  protect  the  United  States 
against  subversive  activities,  aiming  for  “the  widest 
balance  that  can  be  struck  between  security  and  freedom.” 

It  was  hoped  that  this  Commission  might  render  a  compre¬ 
hensive  report  analyzing  the  broad  aspects  of  the  problem 
and  recommending  further  legislation,  if  needed  —  com¬ 
parable  to  the  report  by  the  President’s  Commission  on 
Civil  Rights  issued  in  1947. 

After  the  House  passed  H.R.  2829,  exempting  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Nimitz  Commission  from  the  “conflict-of- 
interest  statutes”,  the  bill  was  voted  down  by  the  Senate 
Judiciary  Committee,  headed  by  Senator  Pat  McCarran. 
The  conflict-of-interest  statutes  provide  that  no  person 
may  hold  a  government  post  while  doing  business  with  the 
government  or  representing  clients  before  federal  agen¬ 
cies,  and  a  precedent  has  been  established  for  Congress 
to  exempt  certain  temporary  commissions,  such  as  the 
Hoover  Commission  on  the  Reorganization  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  from  this  limitation.  The  President  has  stated  that 
he  does  not  intend  to  appoint  another  Commission,  as  he 
feels  it  would  be  impossible  to  find  ni’^e  able. individuals 
who  would  need  no  exemption  of  this  kind. 

Although  members  of  the  Commission  presented  their 
resignations  last  May,  after  the  action  taken  in  the  Sen¬ 
ate,  President  Truman  refused  to  accept  them  until  all 
hope  was  abandoned  that  Senator  McCeirran’s  Committee 
might  change  its  mind.  Members  of  the  Commission  were: 
Admiral  Chester  W.  Nimitz  (Retired),  Chairman;  'Anna  Lord 
Strauss,  Vice-Chairman;  Rev.  Karl  M.  Block,  Rev.  Emmett 
M.  Walsh,  William  E.  Leahy,  John  A.  Danaher,  Harvey  S. 
Firestone,  Jr.,  Charles  H.  Silver,  and  Russell  C.  Leffing- 
well. 

The  Senate  also  adjourned  without  action  from  the 
Judiciary  Committee  confirming  President  Truman’s  ap¬ 
pointment  of  Charles  M.  LaFollette  to  the  Subversive 
Activities  Control  Board.  LaFollette,  a  Republican  from 
Indiana  and  a  former  member  of  the  House,  has  served  as 
Chairman  of  the  Board  since  the  resignation  of  Seth  Rich¬ 
ardson  last  June.  He  has  now  left  Washington,  and  stated 
that  he  is  not  interested  in  another  federal  appointment. 

Should  Congress  Determine  Loyalty? 

Instead  of  a  comprehensive  study  of  the  balance  be¬ 
tween  security  and  freedom  by  an  independent  group  of 
prominent  citizens.  Senator  McCarran’s  Judicicu'y  Commit¬ 
tee  seemed  to  prefer  to  set  up  its  own  investigating  pro¬ 
cedure.  While  they  refused  to  approve  the  appointment  of 
the  members  of  the  Nimitz  Conunission,  the  Judiciary  Com¬ 
mittee  members  established  their  own  subcommittee  on  ' 
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Internal  Security  to  see  that  the  Internal  Security  Act  of 
1950  was  being  properly  executed.  Thus  far  they  have 
concentrated  on  an  investigation  of  the  State  Department’s 
Far  East  Policy,  particularly  on  the  activities  of  the  In¬ 
stitute  of  Pacific  Relations. 

Senator  McCarran  insists  that  his  subcommittee  oper¬ 
ates  like  a  court,  and  shields  witnesses  from  publicity. 
However,  some  witnesses  did  gain  the  spotlight  during 
the  past  three  months,  and  the  Subcommittee  received  some 
very  unfavorable  comments  on  its  methods  of  operation. 

For  example,  one  attack  on  the  procedure  of  the  Sub¬ 
committee  began  with  a  series  of  columns  by  Joseph  Al- 
sop  on  September  10,  12  and  14,  contradicting  the  public 
testimony  of  Louis  Budenz  before  the  group.  Budenz  had 
testified  that  John  Carter  Vincent  and  Owen  Lattimore 
had  traveled  with  Henry  A.  Wallace  during  Wallace’s  trip 
to  China  in  1944,  and  had  influenced  Mr.  Wallace  to  pre¬ 
sent  a  report  on  the  situation  which  was  very  favorable 
to  the  Chinese  Communists.  Alsop  rebutted  this  testi¬ 
mony  with  a  partial  text  of  the  cable  Wallace  sent  Presi¬ 
dent  Roosevelt  from  Kunming,  China  in  June,  1944.  This 
cable  called  for  the  dismissal  of  Chiang’s  opponent. 
General  Stilwell,  and  the  appointment  of  General  Albert 
Wedemeyer,  a  man  with  very  pro-Nationalist  feelings,  as 
his  successor.  Alsop  further  pointed  out  that  this  recom¬ 
mendation  had  Mr.  Vincent’s  full  approval.  In  ending  his 
three-day  series,  Joseph  Alsop  remarked: 

“In  short,  rather  than  defense  of  individuals,  the  aim 
here  has  been  to  attack  the  kind  of  public  proceeding 
that  is  typified  by  the  effort  to  build  an  obviously  false 
case  around  the  Wallace  trip  to  China  in  1944.  This 
sort  of  thing,  if  permitted  and  approved  for  very  much 
longer,  can  threaten  the  common  liberties  of  any  ordin¬ 
ary  citizen.’’ 

Both  Henry  Wallace  and  Joseph  Alsop  responded 
promptly  to  Mr.  Budenz’  testimony,  asking  the  committee 
to  hear  them  in  public  session.  McCarran  finally  called 
for  Wallace’s  testimony  in  executive  session  on  October  9 
—  testimony  which  was  released  to  the  press  over  the 
strong  objections  of  the  subcommittee.  Two  weeks  later, 
after  the  Senators  received  strong  admonitions  from  the 
newspapers,  including  Arthur  Krock  in  the  New  York 
Times,  both  Wallace  and  Alsop  were  allowed  a  public 
hearing. 

Members  of  the  Internal  Security  Subcommittee  include: 
Senators  Pat  McCarran,  Chairman;  James  0.  Eastland, 
Herbert  R.  O’Conor,  Willis  Smith,  Homer  Ferguson,  Will¬ 
iam  E.  Jenner  and  Arthur  V.  Watkins. 

Two  books  highly  recommended  for  your  reading  in  this 
field  of  loyalty  and  security  are:  Francis  Biddle,  The 
Fear  of  Freedom,  Doubleday,  $3.50;  and  Alan  Barth,  The 
Loyalty  of  Free  Men,  Viking  Press,  $3.00. 

^  Congressional  Immunity 

Two  House  bills  were  introduced  to  restrict  the  present 
immunity  of  members  of  Congress  from  suit  for  statements 
made  on  the  floor  of  Congress.  H.R.  3440  by  Representa¬ 
tive  Emanuel  Cellar  of  New  York  would  remove  from  im¬ 
munity  defamatory  and  slanderous  statements  inserted  in 
the  Congressional  Record  but  not  actually  made  verbally 
on  the  floor.  It  would  not  remove  the  present  immunity  for 
statements  actually  spoken.  No  action  has  been  taken  by 
the  subcommittee  of  the  House  Judiciary  to  which  it  was 


referred.  H.R.  2130  by  Winfield  K.  Denton  of  Indiana  would 
give  persons  defamed  or  slandered  the  right  of  suit  and 
legal  action  against  the  government.  This  has  not  even 
been  referred  to  a  subcommittee  for  study.  Senator  Lester 
C.  Hunt  of  Wyoming  has  a  similar  bill  in  the  Senate. 

Senator  Estes  Kefauver  has  two  resolutions,  S.  Con. 
Res.  44  and  45  before  the  Senate  Rules  and  Administra¬ 
tion  Committee.  The  first  with  18  co-sponsors  would  re¬ 
quire  persons  named  in  committee  hearings  to  be  notified 
in  advance,  to  have  the  right  of  counsel,  limited  cross- 
examination  and  the  right  to  file  rebuttal.  The  second 
grants  the  right  of  rebuttal  for  material  in  the  Congres¬ 
sional  Record. 

Morality  in  Politics 

In  a  notable  statement  on  the  moral  crisis  of  our  time, 
released  November  17,  thirteen  Catholic  Bishops  said  re¬ 
garding  morality  and  politics: 

“We  have  to  recover  that  sense  of  personal  obligation 
on  the  part  of  the  voter  and  that  sense  of  public  trust 
on  the  part  of  the  elected  official  which  gives  meaning 
and  dignity  to  political  life.  Those  who  are  selected 
for  office  by  their  fellowmen  are  entrusted  with  grave 
responsibilities.  They  have  been  selected  not  for  self¬ 
enrichment  but  for  conscientious  public  service.  In 
their  speech  ancf  in  their  actions  they  are  bound  by  the 
same  laws  of  justice  and  charity  which  bind  private  in¬ 
dividuals  in  every  other  sphere  of  human  activity.  Dis¬ 
honesty,  slander,  detraction  and  defamation  of  charac¬ 
ter  are  as  truly  transgressions  of  God’s  commandments 
when  resorted  to  by  men  in  political  life  as  they  are  for 
all  other  men.” 

Although  the  Catholic  Bishops  did  not  make  accusa¬ 
tions  against  any  pcu-ticular  Congressmen,  their  statement 
can  be  interpreted  as  a  condemnation  of  the  sort  of  con¬ 
duct  most  often  associated  with  the  name  of  Senator  Jos¬ 
eph  R.  McCarthy  of  Wisconsin.  Though  Senator  McCarthy 
is  not  the  only  man  in  Congress  to  indulge  in  unproven  ac¬ 
cusations,  he  has  been  singled  out  recently  for  special 
censure.  The  Senate  Rules  Committee  is  now  considering 
a  resolution  introduced  by  William  Benton  (S.  Res.  187) 
calling  for  McCarthy’s  removal  from  the  Senate. 

Opposition  to  Senator  McCarthy’s  tactics  is  also 
developing  among  other  groups.  Said  Time  magazine  on 
October  22: 

“Some  have  argued  that  McCarthy’s  end  justifies  his 
methods.  This  argument  seems  to  assume  that  lies  are 
required  to  fight  Communist  lies.  Experience  proves, 
however,  that  what  the  anti-Communist  fight  needs  is 
truth,  carefully  arrived  at  and  presented  with  all  the 
scrupulous  regard  for  decency  and  the  rights  of  man  of 
which  the  democratic  world  is  capable.  This  is  the 
Western  world’s  greatest  asset  in  the  struggle  against 
Communism,  and  those  who  condone  McCarthy  are 
throwing  that  asset  away.” 

ETHICS  IN  GOVERNMENT 

Senator  Paul  H.  Douglas  of  Illinois  heads  a  subcommit¬ 
tee  on  the  Establishment  of  a  Commission  on  Ethics  in 
Government  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Labor  and  Public 
Welfare  which  includes  Senators  Neely,  Humphrey,  Aiken 
and  Morse.  They  have  held  hearings  and  issued  a  report. 
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This  report,  entitled  Ethical  Standards  in  Government,  rec¬ 
ommends  among  other  things  that  a  Commission  on  Ethics 
in  Government  be  set  up,  that  the  law  should  be  amended 
to  declare  that  certain  practices  shall  be  grounds  for  dis¬ 
missal  for  Federal  officials  and  employees,  and  that  all 
members  of  Congress  and  all  Federal  officials  receiving  a 
salary  of  $10,000  or  more  should  disclose  their  incomes, 
assets,  and  all  dealings  in  securities  and  commodities. 
The  report  says  regarding  Congress: 

“On  the  record,  we  in  Congress  must  also  seem  unduly 
complacent.  Neither  House  has  acted  vigorously  to 
tighten  its  discipline  in  moral  matters  or  to  raise  its 
ethical  standards.  In  recent  years,  some  Members 
have  been  convicted  of  crime  and  sent  to  prison,  but 
they  have  not  been  expelled.  Neither  House  has  been 
particularly  diligent  in  searching  out  and  punishing 
questionable  conduct  on  the  part  of  its  Members.  It  is 
hard  for  every  institution  to  discipline  itself,  and  Con¬ 
gress  is  no  exception.’’ 

INTERNATIONAL  RELIEF  AND  REFUGEES 

In  addition  to  the  sums  for  UN  specialized  agencies 
listed  in  the  Washington  Letter  No.  93,  Congress  has  ap¬ 
propriated  in  the  Mutual  Security  Act  the  following  sums 
for  expenditures  on  relief  and  refugees  through  the  UN  or 
other  international  agencies: 

$50  million  —  for  the  United  Nations  Relief  and  Works 
Agency  for  Palestine  Refugees  in  the 
Near  East 

$50  million  —  for  refugees  going  to  Israel 

$50  million  —  for  relief  in  Korea 

$10  million  —  for  encouraging  migration  chiefly  to 
counties  beside  the  United  States 

$5  3/4  million  —  for  the  United  Nations  International 
Children’s  Emergency  Fund  for  the  cal¬ 
endar  year  1951 

The  Senate  Appropriations  Committee  has  reported 
favorably  on  an  appropriation  of  $12  million  to  UNICEF  for 
1952,  but  this  has  not  been  acted  upon  by  the  House  Com¬ 
mittee  or  by  the  Senate. 

The  task  of  resettling  refugees  is  not  nearly  finished 
according  to  the  United  Nations  High  Commissione'r  for 
Refugees  who  warned  the  General  Assembly  in  Paris  on 
November  19  that  the  world  refugee  problem  demands  im¬ 
mediate  attention,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  more  than  a 
million  persons  had  been  resettled  by  the  International 
Refugee  Organization.  It  is  the  belief  of  the  FCNI^  that 
the  United  States  needs  to  be  more  willing  to  continue  funds 
for  such  resettlement  and  be  more  willing  to  receive  refu¬ 
gees  into  the  United  States. 

Of  the  two  million  tons  of  wheat  authorized  as  a  loan 
to  India,  slightly  more  than  one  million  tons  had  been  ship¬ 
ped  by  Thanksgiving.  (On  July  9,  1951  agreements  were 
signed  between  India  and  the  United  States  for  duty-free 
entry  of  food  gifts  through  voluntary  agencies  in  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  and  supplemental  ocean  frei^t  for  ocean  ship¬ 
ments.  Between  that  time  and  October  30,  1.9  million 
pounds  of  food  and  agricultural  products  have  been  ship¬ 
ped.  This  includes  wheat,  powdered  milk,  multi-purpose 
foods,  CARE  plows  and  agricultural  equipment  valued  at 
$107,000  contributed  by  people  in  the  United  States.) 


UNITED  NATIONS,  WORLD  GOVERNMENT  OR 
ATLANTIC  UNION 

The  last  session  of  Congress  has,  in  general,  evidenc¬ 
ed  little  interest  in  greater  international  cooperation  aside 
from  combined  defense  efforts,  exhibiting  instead  a  reluc¬ 
tance  to  increase  funds  or  to  grant  increased  authority  to 
the  United  Nations.  At  least  two  bills  were  introduced 
asking  for  withdrawal  by  the  United  States  from  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  UN. 

World  Government  Resolutions 

For  the  third  consecutive  year  a  series  of  resolutions 
has  been  introduced  which  calls  upon  the  administration  to 
make  an  effort  to  strengthen  and  give  more  political  au¬ 
thority  to  the  United  Nations.  This  year’s  action  was 
concentrated  in  the  House,  with  15  Representatives  intro¬ 
ducing  similar  resolutions.  A  subcommittee  of  the  House 
Foreign  Affairs  Committee  began  hearings  on  H.  Con.  Res. 
64,  introduced  by  Brook  Hays  and  Walter  Judd,  just  before 
Congress  recessed.  This  resolution  states  that  it  should 
be  the  sense  of  Congress, 

“That  it  should  be  a  fundamented  objective  of  the  for¬ 
eign  policy  of  the  United  States  to  support  and  streng¬ 
then  the  United  Nations  and  seek  its  development  into 
an  organization  of  such  defined  and  limited  powers  as 
are  essential  to  the  enactment,  interpretation,  and  en¬ 
forcement  of  world  law  to  prevent  aggression  and  to 
maintain  peace.’’ 

On  June  12  Senator  Hubert  Humphrey  and  Representa¬ 
tives  Walter  Judd  and  John  Blatnik,  along  with  Governor 
Youngdahl  of  Minnesota,  circularized  Congress  with  a 
number  of  statements  from  outsteuiding  citizens  in  favor  of 
H.  Con.  Res.  64.  The  general  purposes  of  this  resolution 
are  similar  to- the  position  taken  in  the  Statement  of  Policy 
of  the  Friends  Committee  on.  National  Legislation  during 
the  past  two  years. 

Proposals  for  an  Atlantic  Union 

Members  of  both  the  Senate  and  House,  many  of  them 
sponsoring  resolutions  for  strengthening  the  United  Na¬ 
tions,  have  also  introduced  proposals  that  a  convention  of 
North  Atlantic  Treaty  nations  be  called  to  discuss  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  a  federal  union  among  these  countries.  S.  Con. 
Res.  4  has  been  introduced  in  the  Senate  by  Estes  Kefau- 
ver  and  twenty-seven  others,  while  approximately  ten  simi¬ 
lar  measures  were  introduced  in  the  House.  No  hearings 
have  taken  place  on  any  of  these  resolutions.  However, 
six  members  of  Congress,  Senators  Kefauver,  Gillette  and 
Hendrickson,  and  Representatives  Boggs,  Herter,  and  Judd 
have  organized  themselves  into  a  committee  to  work  with 
legislators  in  other  countries  to  promote  an  Atlantic  Union. 

During  the  last  week  of  the  session.  Senators  Gillette, 
Sparkman  and  21  others  introduced  S.  2269  to  set  up  a  com¬ 
mission  to  study  the  relations  between  the  United  States 
and  other  North  Atlantic  nations,  with  the  aim  of  creating 
an  atmosphere  of  closer  cooperation  between  the.  various 
governments.  Representative  Laurie  C.  Battle  introduced 
a  companion  measure  in  the  House  (H.R.  5731). 

PLAN  NOW  TO  COME  TO  WASHINGTON  .  .  . 

January  14-15  AFSC-FCNL  Adult  Seminar  on  Na¬ 

tional  Policy. 

Jan.  20  -  Feb.  20  Interview  your  Congressman  and  Sena¬ 
tors  on  UMT. 

February  22-23  (tentative)  National  Conference  on  Help¬ 
ing  Underdeveloped  Areas. 

March  11-14  Churchmen’s  Interdenominational 

Seminar  on  *‘The  Christian  in  Politics.” 
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